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13-14 November 1867

Holland, Michigan

A special meeting of the Council of Hope College was held to deal with several matters. A major
decision was "that Hope College be raised to a University & that the corporate name & style of
our Institution be changed from that of Hope College to Hope Haven University." Pres. Phelps
would then resign and be reappointed as president of Hope Haven University. It was reported
that a farm had been purchased for the establishment of a Scientific Department.
A goodly number of persons were present at this meeting. Pres. Phelps was in the chair. Other
attendees were Rev. Seine Bolks [Zeeland, Michigan], Rev. James Demarest Jr. [Chicago,
Illinois], Rev. John S. Joralmon [Fairview, Illinois], Rev. Edward P. Livingston [Bushnell,
Illinois], Rev. Peter J. Oggel [Hope College] ,Rev. Roelof Pieters [Holland, Michigan], Rev.
Abel T. Stewart [Holland, Michigan], Rev. Cornelius Vander Meulen [Grand Rapids, Michigan] ,
J[acob?], Van Der Meulen [Kalamazoo, Michigan], Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte, Elders Dr.
Bernardus Ledeboer [Holland, Michigan], and [Hessel?] Yntema [Zeeland, Michigan].

Minutes of the Council of Hope College, pp. 68-69.
Original in the Hope College collection at the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College.
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68
Holland City Nov 13, 1867
A special meeting of the Council was held at 7 1/2 P.M.
Present Rev Philip Phelps Jr in the chair and Rev S. Bolks, James Demarest Jr
J.S. Joralmon, ET. Livingston, P.J. Oggel R. Pieters, A.T. Stewart, C Van Der
Meulen, J. Van Der Meulen, A.C. Van Raalte, Elders B Ledeboer, Yntema
The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev MP Joralmon. A
Communication having been received from the Common Council asking that
our College fences[?] should be made to conform to the survey, It was Res"
that the Pres. Communicate with the Council to assure them that as soon as we
could be shown the true survey we would endeavor to comply with their
request. A paper read by the President was made the order for the next
mornings session. The Rev Mr. Demarest closed the meeting with prayer and
it was adjourned to 8 1/2 the oclock the next day.
Nov 14 1867 The

Council met at 8 1/2 A.M. No 14. The Rev J. Van Der Meulen offered
prayer. The unfinished business of the previous evening was taken up by
considering first that part of the paper which speaks of purchasing a farm to
Farm
operating with it as a financial basis. A resolution to accept of the farm
purchased by Doctor Phelps for the establishment of a Scientific Dept. to the
formation of a Trust Company for a financial basis was laid on the table.
College Name Resd that Hope College be raised to a University & that the corporate name &
style of our Institution be changed from that of Hope College to Hope Haven
changed
University. That
69
Hope Haven suitable measures be taken to have the name of Black Lake changed to Hope
Haven the following amendments to the Articles of Association were passed
see paper marked A & B and preserved in Archives. The meeting was
adjourned until 2 P.M. and was closed with prayer by Rev R Pieters.

Brayton
14 acres

The Council met at 2. P.M. and was opened with prayer by Rev MP.— The
Rev Doctor Phelps offered his resignation as President of Hope College. Said
resignation was accepted and the following resolution was adopted.
Resd that inasmuch as the Rev Doctor Phelps has offered his resignation as
President of Hope College in view of having his place filled by the General
Synod where they shall elected a President of Hope Haven University that
said resignation should be accepted. Resd further that the Council understand
such resignation to be made for the purpose of leaving the choice of Synod
open & they unanimously & with great respect recommend the Rev Doctor
Phelps for the office of President of Hope Haven University.
Res that the Theological Professors be requested to appoint one of their
member to represent the Theological Family in the
Resd that the Council buy 14 acres of land contained in a proposition of Mr.
Brayton at $200 per acre.

14

Purchased

It was Resolved to leave Doctor Phelps at liberty to collect money or not for
the payment of the purchased farm as he thinks best. The meeting adjourned
& was closed with prayer by the Rev Doctor Phelps.
Abel T. Stewart Secretary

